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This agreement is made this _______day of _________________, 20_____, by and between the Marshall Civic Players, Marshall, Michigan, hereinafter called MCP and __________________________________, hereinafter-called Artistic Director.

1. The artistic director shall be responsible for the duties which are enumerated in the attached instrument entitled “Duties of Artistic director”

2. Said duties shall apply to the MCP’ production of_____________________

3. This agreement covers the period from ___________________through ______________________, inclusive. 

4. The artistic director agrees to attend any meetings as required by the MCP. 

5. The artistic director understands that there is an agreement (see producer for list) between the MCP and the Marshall Civic Center Trust regarding the use of the Civic Center facilities, and agrees to abide by the regulations set forth in these guidelines (see producer for guidelines). 

6. The artistic director agrees to provide the MCP treasurer his or her social security number as required for the Federal Tax 1099 form. 

7. The artistic director understands that there is a contract between the MCP and ___________________________________regarding the use of rights for ________________________________and agrees to abide by the regulations set forth in that contract. 

8. The MCP agree to pay the artistic director the sum of_________________

_______________________________, $_________________, payable on opening night of ________________________________________. 

9. The artistic director agrees to provide the cast and crew a full rehearsal schedule prior to   

      first rehearsal.

10.  Any portion of this agreement may be modified by written agreement of both parties (Artistic Director and MCP). 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto set their hands this day, month, and year set forth above.

Signed in the presence of: 

______________________________
______________________________








Artistic Director

______________________________
______________________________








*Social Security Number








______________________________
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*Required for Federal Tax 1099 Form

DUTIES OF THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

In accordance with the By-Laws of the Marshall Civic Players, Article XII, the duties of the artistic director are as follows:
A. The compensation, duties and powers of the artistic director shall be prescribed by agreement between the Board of Directors and the persons involved.  Such action shall be taken upon a 2/3 vote of Board. 

B. The artistic director shall be responsible to the producer and technical director for the artistic success of the production, including the selection of the cast, preparation and direction of cast and the design of the technical requirement for the production such as lighting, sound, properties, set construction, costumes, etc.  

C. The artistic director is expected to furnish service from his or her professional experience as to all phases of theatre activity pertaining to the production. 

D. The artistic director will be an ex-officio member of the board without a vote in that position, during the time of his or her production. 

E.   The board may re-assign duties for this position as may fit the needs of the production. 
Both the Artistic Director and the MCP Board also agree upon the following:  

1. The board will provide a technical director who shall be responsible for the set design, set construction and general technical direction (lights, sound, etc.).
2. The board will provide a musical director (as needed), a choreographer, and a producer – who shall be responsible for obtaining a stage manager, assistant director (as needed), and general help to production staff. 
3. The board will be responsible for publicity, house management and box office. 
Be it known also that the artistic director and the producer together have the responsibility to maintain discipline among cast and the crew.  The director is responsible for bringing the actors and the playwright's words and ideas together under one artistic vision. Whatever interpretative approach the director takes, it involves research, collaboration with designers, leadership, an ability to match actors with suitable roles and an understanding of the actors' craft.

The director oversees auditions and casting. The director must have excellent communication skills, strong organizational skills, strong intuition, a clear artistic vision, and a willingness to work with many people with a range of experience and abilities in a nurturing and supportive manner. The director is responsible to the producer for the delivery and interpretation of the show's artistic elements by opening night in a responsible manner. He or she is responsible for rehearsing and preparing the actors, and communicating the artistic vision to the designers and other creative, technical and administrative staff/volunteers. Any decision taken by the director has a ripple effect on the whole company, he or she should be knowledgeable or have a vision in all aspects of theatre, including design, lighting, sound, costume and acting technique.   

Both the artistic director and producer have the right to dismiss cast and crew at any time based upon the above and the Cast and Crew Agreement but must contact the board before taking such action.
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